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On Nov. 13, President Raul Alfonsin asserted that the pressure placed by creditor nations on Latin
American debtor countries "conspires against peace because justice is the guarantee for peace..."
Alfonsin addressed the 36th World Congress of Authors and Composers, meeting in Buenos Aires
at the Sheraton Hotel. He requested that participants become ambassadors from the debtor nations
to the developed north. The president referred to the behavior of European nations after WWI. The
losers, said Alfonsin, were cruelly and harshly treated, and the economic adjustments required of
them resulted in the appearance of Hitler. According to Alfonsin, after WWII solidarity, creativity
and imagination prevailed, evidenced in the Marshall Plan. The result of these efforts, he said, are
the strong democracies and economies enjoyed by humanity in Europe today. In Latin America,
said the president, democracies were also reborn at a time of economic devastation, similar in many
ways emerging from the ruins of war. However, in contrast to the mood prevailing after WWII,
Third World debtor nations are expected to sacrifice their peoples to economic abstractions. These
conditions nurture political extremism and threaten democratic institutions. Alfonsin continued:
"Human rights mean that any inhabitant of a given nation, whatever man or woman, by the simple
fact that s/he lives..., deserves elementary requirements in the areas of nutrition, housing, work,
health and education." In some historical periods, said Alfonsin, the failure of fulfilling these human
rights is directly linked to the existence of an inequitable international economic order. And this
order continues through time on the presumption that the quality of life of populations in developed
nations can be preserved or improved on the basis of postponing the improvement of the quality of
life of the peoples in developing nations." (Basic data from Argentine news agency DYN, 11/13/88)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

